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19th UK Neuromuscular Translational Research Conference 
Subtitle here
Robinson College, Cambridge

Friday 17th and Saturday 18th April 2026

Day 1 – Friday 17th April

09:00 – 09:30		Registration and Coffee 

09:30 – 09:45		Welcome and Introduction
			Professor Michael Hanna & Professor Rita Horvath
Director, ICGNMD and UCL Institute of Neurology &
Co-Director, ICGNMD Co-Director, Department of Clinical Neurosciences, Cambridge

[bookmark: _Hlk171959994]Session 1:  Advances in preclinical research   
Chairs (tbc):  

[bookmark: _Hlk171960007]09:45 – 10:15	Gene therapies incl. Dux4 targeting in FSHD
Professor Scott Harper 
Jerry R. Mendell Center for Gene Therapy at the Abigail Wexner Research Institute at Nationwide Children’s Hospital & Ohio State University College of Medicine, USA

[bookmark: _Hlk152927228]10:15 – 10:45       	Novel small molecule therapy for POLG Activation
Professor Maria Falkenberg
University of Gothenburg, Sweden 

10:45 – 11:15	RCC1 variants mimicking GBS and their mechanistic overlap with ALS via TDP43
Professor Bill Newman
University of Manchester & Manchester University NHS Foundation Trust  	UK


11:15 – 11:45	Coffee 



11:45 – 12:15	Bridging the translational divide: evaluating therapeutic efficacy in the DE50-MD canine model of Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy
Professor Richard Piercy
Royal Veterinary College, UK

12:15 – 12:45	The role of Wallerian degeneration in neuropathies and motor neuron diseases
Professor Michael Coleman
University of Cambridge
 


12:45 – 13:30	Lunch 

13:30 – 14:30	Guided poster sessions


Platform presentations (to be selected via call for abstracts)
Chairs (tbc):  

14:30 – 15:30   		Platform presentation 1
Platform presentation 2
			Platform presentation 3

Session 2:  NMDs and immunology
Chairs (tbc):  

15:30 – 16:00      	Learning from the last 5 years of AAV clinical trials in NMD
Professor Carsten G Bönnemann
National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke, MD, USA

16:00 – 16:30 		CarT therapies applied to NMD
Dr Sergio Armando Villalta 
			University of California, Irvine, USA

16:30 – 17:00	Novel treatments for autoimmune myasthenia gravis
Professor Tobias Ruck
BG University Hospital Bergmannsheil Bochum, Germany



17:00 – 17:30	Coffee


Sponsored event: 5 minute sponsor presentations
Chairs (tbc):  

17:30 – 18:00	Up to 4 x 5-minute presentations, total handover time 10mins
Sponsor Speakers TBC

18:00 – 18:45	Plenary lecture
Introduced by (tbc)
Title TBC- Mitochondrial donation: reproductive and clinical outcomes
Professor Robert McFarland
University Newcastle, UK

18:45	Networking reception and canapes


Day 2 – Saturday 18th April
Special Event: Careers in Industry: Q&A & networking
Chair (tbc):  

08:00 – 08:30 		Brief presentations from panel members followed by audience Q&A

08:30 – 08:45		Networking coffee


08:30 – 08:45	Coffee

08:45 – 09:00	Welcome 
Session 3: Therapies & Biomarkers in NMD
Chairs (tbc):  

09:00 – 09:30	Serum autoantibodies as biomarkers of myositis- can we trust them?
	Professor Werner Stenzel 
	Charité University Hospital, Berlin, Germany	 
	
09:30 – 10:00	New therapy for Friedrich’s Ataxia
Professor David Lynch
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, USA

10:00 – 10:20	Sponsor 20 minute Symposium: UCB
Speaker TBC, UCB			
Advancing Knowledge in Thymidine Kinase 2 Deficiency (TK2d): Overcoming Referral and Diagnostic Challenges in the UK


10:20 – 10:50		Break / Coffee


Platform presentations  (to be selected via call for abstracts)
Chairs:  		

10:50 – 11:30		Platform presentation 4
Platform presentation 5
Platform presentation 6

Poster flash sessions (to be selected via call for abstracts)
Chairs (tbc):  

11:30 – 12:30		10 flash presentations 


12:30 – 13:15	Lunch 

13:15 – 14:15	Guided poster sessions  



Session 4: 	Advances in Genomics 
Chairs (tbc):  
	
14:15 – 14:30 		MDUK Update
			Andrew Fletcher
			Chief Exec - MDUK

14:30 – 15:00	Advances in NMD Mouse Models 
Dr Sara Wells, Director MRC Mary Lyons Centre, Oxford & 
Director, Centre for Macaques, Porton Down 

15:00 – 15:30		The role of snRNA in syndromic neurodevelopmental disorders 
			Dr Nicola Whiffin
University of Oxford Big Data Institute & Wellcome Centre for Human Genetics	

15:30 – 16:00	The Deciphering Developmental Disorders Project, outcomes and learning pointsfor NMD
 			Professor Helen V Firth 
Consultant Clinical Geneticist, Cambridge University Hospitals Trust & University of Cambridge



16:00 – 16:15		Prizes and thanks
			Professor Mike Hanna, Professor Rita Horvath



CPD credits:  application in progress

Event sponsorship: This meeting is sponsored/financially supported by the companies listed at the bottom of this page as ‘event sponsors’. The companies have had no input or influence on the educational content or agenda of this meeting. 

Event sponsors: TBC
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